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St. Vincent de Paul’s Capital Campaign 

 here’s a buzz in the air around St. Vincent   
	 de	Paul	Catholic	Church’s	campus.		Parish	staff		
 and parishioners are excited to be launching a new 
Capital campaign to raise funds for building renovations, 
and to establish an endowment fund for future projects.  
St. Vincent’s hopes this campaign will invigorate its 
diverse and vibrant community, and bring new members 
through its doors to celebrate the sacraments, engage in 
Faith	Formation,	serve	the	community,	and	find	fellowship	
within its many varied programs and ministries.  
 The renewal of the parish physical buildings will 
initially focus on major updates to the sanctuary space 
itself.  Replacing aging systems such as the lighting, sound, 
and ceiling repairs, is long overdue.  The Church will 
also see reforms of the altar, carpet, pews, baptismal font, 
tabernacle, and more.  The main Church was built in 1984 
and since that time it has been a spiritual home to many 
families. The renovation of the sanctuary is what many 
parishioners are most looking forward to.  As Wendy Perez, 
business manager and development committee member 
states, “Remodeling the Sanctuary and the Narthex is an 
exciting next chapter for St. Vincent’s. Refreshing our holy 
space, bringing in more light…the images are inspiring.” 
 Multiple committees have been established, under 
the guidance of the Diocesan Advancement Foundation, 
and they have undertaken the monumental task of 
managing all aspects of the campaign.  The enthusiasm 
of	the	community	is	reflected	in	the	committee	members’	
passion for the project.

T
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 St. Vincent de Paul

 he name Ignatius is not an unusual name  
 in the Catholic Church, but few of us  
 know much about St. Ignatius. Ignatius 
lived at the time of the apostles; he was a disciple 
of the Apostle John, the beloved disciple of Jesus.  
He was consecrated the second bishop of Antioch 
by Pope Peter. A holy man who was deeply loved 
by the people for his teachings and his faithfulness 
to God. He served as the Bishop of Antioch for 
almost 40 years. 
 In the year 107, the brutal Emperor Trajan 
sentenced Ignatius to death for not renouncing 
the Christian faith. He was sent to Rome to be 
brutally devoured by wild beasts. While he was in 
custody of Roman guards, they traveled through 
Asia Minor towards Rome. While he traveled he 
wrote letters to his fellow Christians, to encourage, 
inspire, and to instruct them in their faith and 
living a Christian life.  
 His letters can still be read today. He 
wrote about the hierarchy and structure of the 
Church. He was dedicated to speaking about 
and defending the teachings of the Apostles. He 

T wanted to make sure that no one would lead 
his fellow brother and sisters in the Christian 
community astray through false teachings. His 
letters also spoke of his joy in facing his death, 
knowing	that	he	was	standing	firm	in	his	faith	and	
following the same path as Jesus.
 Ignatius looked forward to the time when 
he would be living with God in paradise. He knew 
that things of this world would not last and would 
not make him happy. In his letter to the Romans 
he wrote “My desire is to belong to God. Do not, 
then, hand me back to the world. Do not try to 
tempt me with material things. Let me attain pure 
light.”		He	lived	a	life	that	reflected	God’s	love	to	
all those whom he met. 

Prayer for the Dead 
By Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

Receive in tranquility and peace, O Lord, the souls of your 
servants who have departed this present life to come to you. Grant 
them rest and place them in the habitations of light, the abodes of 
blessed spirits. Give them the life that will not age, good things 

that will not pass away, delights that have no end, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Dear Parishioners,
 
 utumn is a time of transition, as school  
	 		is	back	in	session,	the	weather	finally		
     cools, and the trees change to their fall 
colors.  In my hometown of Ghana, we just have 
two main seasons, wet and dry.  This time of year 
is the lower rainy season, as we are moving from 
the wet time into the dry one.  My three sisters, 
my brother, and I never quite knew what to expect 
outside.  
 The constant in my life through the seasons 
of change was our family prayer time - the Rosary. 
Growing up, our parents would lead the rosary 
every Saturday, and I prayed along with the beads 
my father gave me.  That particular rosary has 
been lost to time, and all my siblings have grown 
up and moved away.  I am of course the farthest 
from home here in the United States with all of 
you.  Despite that distance however, this weekly 
Rosary as a child has stayed with me.  
 The word ‘catholic’ means universal, and 
this universality is one of the beautiful things 
about our faith.  In Ghana, Texas, and indeed 
throughout	the	whole	world,	despite	differences	in	
local languages and people, the Mass, the Rosary, 
and our faith remain constant.   Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever.  Hebrews 
13:8.  We pray together with the entire body of the 
Church around the world.
 The Rosary is a powerful tool of prayer, 
and meditating on the mysteries can draw you 
farther into scripture.  The love and embrace of 
Christ and Mother Mary can be felt as you repeat 
those familiar prayers.  October is the month of the 
Rosary, and in honor of that, we will be praying 
the Rosary before Sunday Masses.  

A Saint Louis Marie 
de Monfort says 
that when we pray 
together, the prayer 
of each one belongs 
to all. We will start 
20 minutes or so 
before Mass, and 
I hope that you 
will join us in this 
wonderful prayer.  

History of the Feast of the Rosary 
In 1577 the Ottoman Empire was on its way to Italy with 
plans to conquer the country and to remove the head of the 
Catholic Church. Pope Pius V asked the people of Italy to 
pray the rosary daily to ask Our Blessed Mother Mary to 

save them. On October 7th the Ottoman’s army arrived at 
Italy and the Battle of Lepanto ensued. The Holy League, a 
collection of Catholics from Italy and Spain, with little or 
no military experience defeated the Ottoman’s fleet.  Pope 
Pius V instituted the first Sunday of October the feast of 
the Rosary in Italy.  In 1671, Pope Clement X, extended 
the feast to be celebrated in Spain. A few years later Pope 

Clement XI declared the feast of the Rosary to be celebrated 
by the universal Church.

A Letter From Our Pastor

The Rosary & The Month of October

Sincerely yours in Christ,
 
Fr. Philip Brembah
Pastor
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Fall Festival

I n the fall, the Johnson Activity Center   
 is taken over by ghosts, bats, and balloons  
 for a Sunday afternoon of fun. The Fall 
Festival ministry members transforms the Johnson 
Activity Center and back parking lot into a child’s 
play ground. The building is full of children in 
costumes laughing and enjoying themselves. “It is 
a joy to watch the children run around the parish 
grounds dressed in their costumes”, says Renée 
Bader, Director of Stewardship and Ministry. 
 
 Each year on the last Sunday of October, 
this year October 30th, the children of our parish 
are invited to spend the afternoon dressed in 
costumes to come play games, bingo, trunk or 
treat, and participate in the cookie walk.  “I look 
forward each year to seeing how excited the 
children get for all of the games and decorations, 
their eyes just light up with joy”, says Mindy 
Magaña, last year’s Fall Festival head.
 
 Fall Festival calls together our whole 
parish, “it is a wonderful time for us to come 
together	as	a	community	to	do	something	selfless	
for the children”, says Mindy. It brings the child 
out in all of us. Our youth helpers come dressed in 
costumes and help at the games, decorate trunks, 
and make the day fun for our young children. 
The event would not be as successful without 
the youth. We invite families to participate by 
decorating their trunks and participate in the 
trunk or treat in the back parking lot, or serving at 
the games. We have many adults who give of their 
time to welcome everyone, to help at the games, 
participate in the trunk or treat and help transform 
the property into the wonderland for our little 
monsters and princesses. 
 
 We invite all parishioners to get involved 
with the Fall Festival planning, setup, takedown, 
and participating on the day. Most of the work 
takes place weeks and days before the festival. 

We	are	grateful	for	any	assistance	offered.		On	
Friday, October 28th we will do most of the set-up. 
We start decorating at 9:00 am and end around 
4:00 pm. “Everyone is welcome to join us as we 
transform the Johnson Center, even if they are 
only able to assist for an few hours.”  On the day 
of the event a bit of help is needed before the event 
to help set out the outside activities and make sure 
the trunks are all in place before the event starts.  
Most of our helpers are needed during the festival 
and to help us clean up. 

The Fall Festival will be on Sunday, October 30th 
from 2:00 -4:00 pm. The cost of admission is $5 
and a large bag of candy per family. All adults and 
teens interested in being part of the festival need 
to contact Ines Roach at fallfestival@svdpcc.org or 
at 817-690-8834. 
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Welcome To Our Newly 
Registered Families

Carolyn F. Hamilton
Jun Young &  Son Mi Young Lee

Antonio & Francesca Bolivar
Timothy & Denise Sullivan
William & Lee Ann Cairns

Brandy Leach
Kevin &  Nina Louden Kubalsky

Romero & Maria Guzman
Humberto & Angela Quiroz

Uyen &  Hanh Truc Tran Nguyen
Belinda Turner

Vincent & Rebecca Guzman Bosquez
Wendy Lozano

Calderon, Patricia
Brian & Bethany Nephew

Andrew Vieger
Mark & Laura Krasij

Mary Spain

Did You Know?
The Catholic Church, the 

Chapel of Our Lady of the 
Snows, located in Belgrano 
II Base at Bertrab Nunatak 

is the southernmost Catholic 
Church. It is located on the 

continent of Antarctica.

Did You Know?
The state of Texas claims that 
it is the home of the smallest 
Catholic Church in the world. 
It holds only 20 people. The 

church, St Martin, is located in 
Warrenton, Texas and is only 192 

square feet in area.  
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   “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
   on your own intelligence do not rely; 
   in all your ways be mindful of him, and he 
will make straight your paths.”
 Trust. What is trust, really? It is the belief 
in the ability and reliability of someone. In other 
words, it is the hope of what is believed. Will 
there be follow through, or will we be let down or 
disappointed? Sometimes, our lived experience of 
life	can	make	trust	difficult	with	those	around	us,	
especially loved ones. 
 Let me share what I mean. It seems that 
most of the time we lose trust in someone is 
because we have been let down, and feelings 
hurt. While at the same time we have not really 
taken the time to share, express why or where this 
hurt comes from. It is often easier to shut it out, 
but is it healthier? Sharing takes work because it 
puts us in a place of vulnerability, and nobody 
really likes being in this state because it is raw, 
we are exposed. Will we be loved still after being 
vulnerable? 
 We ask ourselves this question all the time 
whether we are young or old. We ask internally, I 
have been through X, Y, and Z. We may have seen 
people walk away because of these experiences 
and	makes	it	difficult	to	trust	new	relationships,	
and even more harder to trust God because it 
easy to believe that we can only be loved if we are 
perfect because of these experiences. This is not 
True. We are loved because of who we are; and 
whose we are. 
	 Trust	requires	sacrifice.	“…On your own 
intelligence do not rely…” we must not rely on our 
experience of broken trust and hurt to hold in 
our hearts that God our creator is going to do the 
very same. Always, he wants the best for us, and 
desires that we can see that too. A while back I 
got in an argument with my wife, over something 
ridiculous and silly, I cannot really remember. 

After the argument and we were able to talk it out 
something she said to me really stuck, how could 
you ever think that I would want something other 
than good for you and us. How much more does 
God love us? Therefore, let us seek to know him 
in prayer, in scripture, and those we are around. 
When we seek him in these ways he always 
challenges us to grow deeper with him.

Scripture Reflections

Proverbs 3: 5-6

T

Reflection Questions
1) Adults: Is there a past experience that has 

prevented you from trusting or moving 
forward? Why? How do you express your trust 
in God?

2) Teens: Sometimes we let our emotions carry us 
away, what is one way that we could pause and 
say, God wants good?

3) Children: In what way could you help your 
parents have a less stressful day?
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Formation Schedule
Sunday 9:00 am – 10:15 am 

Preschool and Elementary - 2 yrs  -  6th grade 
Sunday 9:00 am – 10:15 am – Atrium level 1 

3 yrs - kindergarten
Sunday 10:45 am – 12:30 pm 

Preschool and Elementary - 2 yrs -  6th grade
Sunday 10:45 am – 12:30 pm – Atrium level 2 

1st-2nd grade
Sunday 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm – Atrium level 2 

1st -2nd grade
Sunday 5:30 pm- 7:00pm  

Youth Ministry – 7th  -12th grade 
Wednesday 5:30 pm- 6:45 pm 
Elementary – 1st -6th grade

Wednesday 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm  
Youth Ministry – 7th -12th grade

Classes start October 2nd

Mass Times
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Sunday 9:00 a.m. & 1045 am 

Weekday M-Th-F 8:45 a.m.
W-6:00 p.m.

Tuesday Morning Prayer-8:45 a.m.
Holy Days-8:45 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Z
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St. Vincent de Paul’s 
Capital Campaign continued from front page

 As teams gather to undertake the work 
assigned, the committees begin to feel more like 
ministries themselves, working to glorify God 
in all parts of the project.  Committee members 
debate their given duties as Father Philip moves 
between	the	different	groups	offering	wisdom,	
advice, and guidance. The groups understand 
the challenge before them - to honor St. Vincent’s 
past while preparing it for the future.  Many 
members joined committees in a desire to give 
back to a community that has given them so much.  
This is the case for Communications Committee 
Chairman Bobby Burke who states, “I want to be a 
part of this campaign because I feel as though this 
is what God wants me to do. I have been blessed 
in life with a great family and outstanding friends 
and want to show them how much I care about 
them by improving their spiritual worship space.”
 While work has started, there remains 
much to do before construction can begin.  The 
Capital	Campaign	officially	launched	this	
September, in honor of the Feast Day of St. Vincent 
de Paul, with a theme of Revive - Revere - Reach.  
Gene	Livens,	finance	advisory	council	chairman	
and now Capital Campaign chairman, knows that 
the parish is up to the job, “I’m most excited to see 
how our church community is all getting together, 
working together, and giving of their time, talents 
and treasures.” 

More information, including an electronic 
pledge card, can be found on the parish website.

Capital Campaign prayer
 

Dear God, our Father, 
we know that all that we have 

and	all	that	we	are	flows	from	your	goodness.	

We thank you for the many blessings 
you have bestowed 

on our vibrant parish. 

We ask that you bless our Capital Campaign 
as we seek to beautify and revive our church.

We know that all things are possible with you, 
and through this campaign, 

we strive to revere you. 

We ask that you give us full hearts 
so that we may 

reach all who should hear your voice.  
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever. Amen. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul, pray for us.


